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HIST 20: World History, Prehistory to 600 C.E. 
MW 2:00-3:15; Moore 100 

Teo Ruiz | Kristina Markman 
 

 Office Hours: Tuesdays 10-12        Sections: 
 Office: Bunche 2149              1F: Tuesday 9-9:50; Lakretz 100 
 Email: kmarkman@ucla.edu                        1J: Wednesday 4-4:50; Haines A44 
 Mailbox: Bunche 6272                    1K: Wednesday 12-12:50; Bunche 3170 
  

 
Dear Students, 
 
Welcome to HIST 20! This course is intended to introduce you not only to the different cultures and peoples of the past, 
but also to the historian’s craft. Our primary goals in section will be to (1) learn how to read and analyze primary sources, 
and (2) use primary sources to formulate a critical argument about history.  
 
Sections are not a review of lecture; they work in conjunction with lecture. Attendance and active participation is 
mandatory. Since this is a process-based learning course, you will be expected to make a serious effort to learn to think 
historically and communicate your ideas in writing. Effort and improvement counts! 
 

 
Syllabus: As you may have noticed, the syllabus contains an extensive reading list. Do not be intimidated! These are 
recommended texts. I have already selected the most relevant passages from these texts. Please refer to my attached 
course guide for weekly readings and homework.  
 
Attendance is mandatory. Extenuating circumstances will be considered on an individual basis. 
  
Participation: (20%) To receive credit you must participate regularly. This means that you must read all the week’s 
assigned readings prior to section and be prepared to discuss them. To ensure that you keep up with the course material, 
there may be pop-quizzes as well as in-class group work.  
 
Required Texts  

1. Pollard, Rosenberg, and Tignor, Worlds Together, Worlds Apart. A Concise Edition. Volume I  
2. Course Reader 

Important Dates:   
Week 4: Wednesday, October 21, Essay #1 Due (25%) 
Week 7: Wednesday, November 11, Essay #2 Due (25%) 
Finals Week: Friday, December 4, Essay #3 Due (30%) 

 
Writing: Historians read and write, so you must too. When it comes to writing, my expectations are high. Everything that 
you write in this course must present an argument (thesis) supported by direct references to sources. To make sure you 
are meeting my writing expectations, please do the following: 

1. Carefully read the attached writing guide (pp. 21–22) 
2. Visit me in office hours to discuss your thesis statement and essay outlines. 
3. Schedule an appointment with the History Writing Center to go over your paper. www.hwc.ucla.edu  Students who 
revise their papers with the help of the writing center staff and submit both drafts with an official stamp, will receive extra credit.  

 

mailto:kmarkman@ucla.edu
http://www.hwc.ucla.edu/
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THEME: Sites of Encounter and Cultural Production 
 
 

“There is no document of civilization which is not at the same time a document of barbarism.”  
      - Walter Benjamin, Theses on the Philosophy of History  

 
Moments in which different peoples and cultures encountered each other were often violent, but also generated new 
cultural forms. Such encounters transcended geographical space and facilitated the exchange of new ideas, products, and 
technologies. What does the study of encounters reveal about the complex ways that human interaction and movement 
has shaped the past and the present? 

 
SUB - THEMES: 

• the role of heroes in early civilizations 

• the construction of identity 

• the conflict between sedentary and nomadic societies 

• the great revolution in ethics between 1000 and 300 BCE  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is intended to introduce you to the history of mankind from the beginning of 
our species to around 600 C.E.  

Our story begins with the Big Bang. Special attention will be given to the slow and uncertain evolution of hominids, their 
relationship with the environment, and the role of language and culture in our leap to consciousness. The short history of 
humankind or homo sapiens is a very small blip in the longer history of the universe and in the geological evolution of the 
earth.  

We will then look at the first civilizations emerging on the banks of rivers. Although history is often associated with 
writing, political organization, and the like, I wish to emphasize that visual material, geological, and archeological evidence 
are also valid tools for historical research and for our understanding of the past.  

In exploring these early civilizations, we will also explore their religion in a comparative and anthropological framework. I 
wish to emphasize the diversity of cultural products that emerged from humans’ attempts to explain the world and their 
place in the universe.  

We will end with a discussion of philosophy and the victory of new religious forms that, while appropriating a great deal 
of philosophical discourse, also undermined it.  

Come prepared to be creative! 

 

Kristina’s Course Guide to HIST 20 
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Week 1 
c. 13,500,000,000 to c. 150,000 BCE 

 
TOPICS: 

• What is history?  

• What is World History?  Why World History?  

• Time and History 

• Against teleology 

• The history of the Earth: geology, climate, and 
landscapes before humans 

• The ancestors of humanity   

• Our uncertain beginnings 

• Out of Africa  

 
LEARNING GOALS: 

• Develop an understanding of the discipline of history 
and the job duties of a historian 

• Reflect on how individuals/humans are shaped by 
their own past and by the past of their society and 
institutions 

• Consider large-scale forces responsible for causing 
change over time such as the climate and environment 

• Consider how history is written and by whom, and 
how the writing of history may complicate the study 
of history 

 

 
 

BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
 
Consider this quote from Benjamin: “There is no document of civilization which is not at the same time a document of 
barbarism.” What does that mean? Can you think of a historical example (event or series of events) that supports or 
refutes this statement? 
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Week 2 
c. 50,000 to c. 4,000 BCE 

TOPICS: 

• The emergence of civilization   

• Hunting and gathering societies and the images of 
paradise  

• Agriculture    

• Property and Families (kinship, consanguinity, incest 
taboo)  

• The birth of religious sensibilities 

• The use of metals and tools  

• On the Banks of Rivers: Nile, Indus, Yangsi, Yellow 
River, Tigris and Euphrates 

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Begin practicing the historian’s craft by reading and 
analyzing  primary sources. 

• Compare and contrast economic and social 
developments across earliest world civilization, 
including the impact of agricultural developments, 
division of labor, hierarchy and authority, religious 
sensibilities, gender roles, education, reactions to 
deviancy , etc.  

• Reflect on patterns of social and political 
development. How does man move from a state of 
nature to a social contract? 

 
READ: 
 
1. Pomeranz, et al.: pp. 21-41 – Early Settlements (Primary Sources) 

- What did the end of hunting and gathering (and the beginning of property) mean for social relations? 
- What did people want? What did people fear? How did they deal with their problems? 
- What similarities/differences do you see across societies? 

 
2. Plato – The Republic 

- In The Republic, Plato, speaking through his teacher Socrates, sets out to answer two questions. What is justice? 
Why should we be just?  

- Before you read it, watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H53qMdupejw “Plato- The Republic- Book II – 
Summary + Argument” 

 
 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: (You do not need to write out your answers): 
 
1. “Man is an animal suspended in webs of significance he himself has spun, I take culture to be those webs” (Geertz, 5). 

- What is a web of significance? 
- How does man spin it? 
- Why is man suspended in it? 
- Do you agree with this analogy for culture? 
- How does Geertz say we should study culture? 

 
2. “Meaning is socially, historically, and rhetorically constructed.” 

- What is a construct? 
- According to Geertz, why is meaning constructed? 
- According to Geertz, what does this tell us about culture? 
- According to Geertz, what does this tell us about the way we should study culture? 
- You should be prepared to give examples from the Geertz text. 

 
3. What is the difference between “thick” and “thin” description? As humans, do you think that we are able to perform 
“thick” description if we too as suspended in a web id significance? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H53qMdupejw
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Week 3  

The First Civilizations: Mesopotamia 

TOPICS: 

• The rise of records. Writing  

• From Ur to Babylon 

• Nomadic and settled societies in the making of world 
history  

• Social structures  

• Political structures 

• Religious foundations. Myths of origins. Heroes  

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Develop an understanding of the historical method 

• Practice close reading 

• Reflect on the relationship between culture and 
artifacts of culture production (i.e. primary source) 

• Begin practicing using primary sources to make an 
informed argument about past civilizations. 

 
READ:   The Epic of Gilgamesh, pp. 1-100 (Penguin) 
 
 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: THE FOUR STEPS OF HISTORICAL ANALYSIS 
 
Step #1: Find the primary source: Epic of Gilgamesh 
 
Step #2: Read and understand the source!   
 

1. What is an epic? 
2. When was the Epic of Gilgamesh supposedly written? 
3. Was the Epic of Gilgamesh originally a written or orally recited? Why does this matter? 
4. Who was Gilgamesh? 
5. Was Gilgamesh an actual ruler or a legendary figure? How do we know? 
6. When did he live? 
7. How long did he rule? 
8. Where did he live? 
9. What is Gilgamesh searching for? 
10. Who is Enkidu? 

 
 Step #3: Analyze the primary source! – Critical Thinking 
 

1. How does the Epic of Gilgamesh reflect the values of ancient Sumer? 
2. Why is the Epic of Gilgamesh a useful text to study the values of ancient Sumer? 
3. Is Gilgamesh a hero or a tyrant? 
4. What is an epic hero? Is our definition of a hero today the same as the definition of a hero in ancient Sumer? 
5. Is Enkidu Gilgamesh’s friend or foe? 
6. What does the text tell us about friendship? Hierarchy? Love? Family? 
 
7. What does the text tell us about the relationship between man and nature? City and country? Benefits and pitfalls 

of controlling nature? 
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8. How would Sumerians define civilization and the civilizing process? 
9. What is the role of women? Consider female deities as well as regular women. 
10. What can we learn about ancient Sumerian religion?  
11. What is the significance of Gilgamesh’s search for immortality?  
12. What is the significance of Gilgamesh’s failure to achieve immortality?  
13. What is the relationship between gods and humanity? Heroes and humanity? 
14. How do the Sumerians view paradise? What does this tell us about the hopes and fears of society at the time? 
15. What are the obligations of the king to the gods and to his city? 
16. What does the flood story in Gilgamesh tell us about moral order in Mesopotamia? Is there a distinct moral order? 

(eg: If we are good, the gods will help us; if we are bad, the gods will punish us.)  
17. What does the text tell us about daily life and/or concerns of Sumerians?  
18. What does the text tell us about justice and the perils of kingship? 
19. What does the text tell us about the flaws of humanity? What qualities are considered good and bad? 
20. What moral standards should people aspire to? Why? 
21. What does the text reveal about the importance of remembrance and the creation of social memory? 
22. Why should man search for meaning? Will man ever find answers? 

 
 
Can you think of at least one example from a primary to support your answers? 
 
Can you think of other important questions that we can use to critically analyze the source? 
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REVIEW:   Plato – The Republic 
 
In Book 2 of The Republic, Socrates, Glaucon, and Adeimantas debate the nature of justice and injustice.  
 
Possible reasons to be just: 
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
Glaucon says that many “think that justice is to be reckoned in the troublesome class, among goods which are to be 
pursued for the sake of rewards and of reputation, but in themselves are disagreeable and rather be avoided” (56). Based 
upon what you know about early settlements (control of land, irrigation, and food; social and labor divisions; conflict and 
war) why do you think Glaucon says this? What arguments does he give for injustice being easier than justice? Why does 
he believe that most men only seem just but are really unjust? 
  
 
 
 
According to Socrates (Plato) justice is desirable for its own sake, like joy, health, and knowledge (This argument is 
continued in Book III) 
 
What does this tell us about Plato’s view of humanity, human potential and 
motives?  

Quote/Example: 

What does he think about the state of nature and life before society? Quote/Example: 

What does he think about the social contract? According to Plato, how is 
the State formed? 

Quote/Example: 

Is there any group that benefits more than others from the creation of 
society?  

Quote/Example: 

What is the role of individuals, rulers, heroes, and gods in creating and 
maintaining a just state? 

Quote/Example: 

 
 
What does the very fact that Plato is discussing these ideas tell us about early societies? 
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Week 4  

The First Civilizations: Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, Indus Valley 
 

TOPICS: 

Compare and contrast the development of early river 
civilizations, including:  

• Political structures and justice 

• Social organization and ethics 

• Economics and division of labor 

• Religious sensibilities, social responsibility, morality, 
gods, and death  

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Consider the role of diversity and difference in 
shaping human experience 

• Reflect on the role of human agency in bringing about 
change in society and institutions 

• Continue practicing close reading 

• Learn how to organize evidence and present a 
convincing written argument using primary sources. 

 
 
READ: 
 
1. Rousseau, On the Origin of Inequality, Second Part, pp. 1–6 (CR, pp. 77–82) 

• According to Rousseau, how is a society formed? 
• What was human life like before society formed? Was there a "state of nature" for humans before society? 
• At what point in the development of society did the division of labor (different people specializing in different 

jobs) come about? How important was this development? 
• What motives drove humans to create and uphold justice and/or laws? 
• Compare and contrast Plato and Rousseau 

 
2. Code of Hammurabi: http://www.general-intelligence.com/library/hr.pdf  
The translation in the reader is very old fashioned. I recommend reading the translation by L.W. King (see link) 
 
3. Book of the Dead (CR, pp. 127–133) 
 
4. Book of History and Book of Songs (CR, pp. 138–146) 

• How is kingly authority established and legitimized? What is the mandate of heaven? 
• What does this text tell us about the nature of social relationships in early Chinese culture? Consider: relations 

between family members; men and women (love); people and the ruler. 
 
 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: You are reading three very different primary sources this week.  

 
1. What does each source tells us about (1) social organization, (2) economic relations, and (3) religion and the 
afterlife? 
 
2. How does each source provide insight into these three aspects of civilization? 
 
3. Why is each source valuable or useful for studying these facets of civilization? 

 

http://www.general-intelligence.com/library/hr.pdf
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Week 5  

Vedic India 
 

TOPICS: 

• nature of divinity 

• relationship between human world & the gods 

• life & afterlife; temporal and eternal 

• the individual, social responsibility, society  

• relationship between body, soul, & mind 

• ethics: religion & behavior (right/wrong; good/evil) 

• suffering and redemption 

• social order, justice, rule of law  

• wisdom, knowledge, its rewards/realizations 

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Continue practicing close reading 

• Practice using primary sources to make an informed 
argument about a past civilization with reference to 
specific topics (see left column) 

• Identify intertextual connections  

 

 
READ: 
 
1. The Bhagavad Gita, pp. 3–86 
 
2. Rig-Veda: Hymn I & V–VII 
 
3. Upanishads- First & Second Khanda 
 

 
 
 Rig-Veda, Hymn 1 (Agni): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yrmbDvUan0  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 
Agni is the god of fire. He is a terrestrial deity, only loosely 
anthropomorphic. He is also the mouth by which the gods 
consume items during the sacrifice. As a result, he is an 
intermediary between the gods and mankind. He is born 
from wood (as two sticks are rubbed together). He is the 
"Lord of the House," but also a guest in human dwellings in 
the form of the domestic fire. 
 
Why do you think the first hymn is dedicated to him? 
 
Also, notice, why is he two headed and rising a cow? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_yrmbDvUan0
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Rig-Veda, Hymns V-VII (Indra): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqlIgR_cSZM  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: There may be a pop quiz. Any of these questions may be on it. 
 

1. What is the Rig-Veda? 

2. What does “veda” mean? 

3. How many Vedas are there? 

4. What are the Upanishads?  

5. What is the Brahman? 

6. What language are ancient Hindu 
texts written in? 

7. Who is Krishna? 

8. What does “Bhagavad Gita” mean? 

9. Who are the two main characters 
in the Bhagavad Gita? 

10. Who is Sanjaya? 

11. What is the Atman? 

12. What is Dharma? 

13. What is moksha? 

14. What is yoga?  

 
 
 
  

Indra is a sky god and a war god who separates 
the earth and the heavens. He is the god of the 
thunderstorm; he vanquishes drought and 
darkness, but on occasion, he makes the earth 
tremble. He is the most frequently mentioned god 
in the Veda and the most anthropomorphic. The 
serpent which he slew was a demon of drought, 
who had bottled up the streams; but Indra 
shattered the mountain, releasing the streams like 
pent up cows. 
 
Why is one of the most important gods so human 
looking? 

 

 

Bhagavad Gita, Chapter 11: Krishna displays his Vishvarupa (Universal 
Form) to Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra. 
 
Why does Krishna have so many forms? What does each form offer 
Arjuna? 
 
What is Arjuna doing in this image? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqlIgR_cSZM
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Week 6 

Shang/Zhou China 
 

TOPICS: 
• nature of divinity 

• relationship between human world & the gods 

• life & afterlife; temporal and eternal 

• the individual, social responsibility, society  

• relationship between body, soul, & mind 

• ethics: religion & behavior (right/wrong; good/evil) 

• suffering and redemption 

• social order, justice, rule of law  

• wisdom, knowledge, its rewards/realizations 

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Continue practicing close reading 

• Practice using primary sources to make an informed 
argument about a past civilization with reference to 
specific topics (see left column) 

• Identify intertextual connections  

• Consider the relationship between religion, 
philosophy, and social/political context 

 

 
 READ:  
 

1. Ashvaghosha, Buddicarita, a.k.a The Life of Buddha, CR 
 
2. The Diamond Sutra, CR 
 
3. Confucius, The Analects, excerpts, CR 
 
4. Mencius, Pomeranz, 101–104, scan available on CCLE 
 
4. Tao Te Ching, CR 
 
 

BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: There will be an open quiz.  
Several of these questions will be on it. 
 
1. What language did Ashvaghosha write in? 
 
2. What was Buddha’s real name? 
 
3. Is Buddha god? 
 
4. What does “buddha” mean? 
 
5. Define the following terms: 

sutra  bodhisattva 
Nirvana junzi 
ren  li 
xiao  tao 
te 
wuwei 

 
 

 

 

The first anthropomorphic images of 
Buddha appeared in the 1st century C.E. 
Buddha lived between 6th and 4th century 
B.C.E. 
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8th century C.E 

 

4th century C.E. 

1990’s 

 

13th century C.E. 

The Life of Buddha is essentially a hero’s journey. Compare it to Gilgamesh. 
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Week 7 
Monolatry and Monotheism: The Societies of the Middle East 

 
TOPICS: 

• human-center v. divine centered religions 

• relationship between human world & divine  

• life & afterlife; temporal and eternal 

• the individual, social responsibility, society  

• relationship between body, soul, & mind 

• ethics: religion & behavior (right/wrong; good/evil) 

• suffering and redemption 

• social order, justice, rule of law 

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Continue practicing close reading 

• Practice using primary sources to make an informed 
argument about a past civilization with reference to 
specific topics (see left column) 

• Identify intertextual connections  

• Consider the relationship between religion, 
philosophy, and social/political context 

 
 

  
 
 
READ:  
 
1. Avesta,  
 a. Zorastrian Creed, 12 
 b. Gathas 28, 35, 43, 44,  
 
2. Old Testament 
 a. Genesis 1.1–17.24 (focus on Abraham) 
 b. Exodus 15, 19–26 
 

 
 
KNOW:  
 
1. What language is the Avesta written in? 

2. What are the Gathas? 

3. Who is Ahura Mazda? 

4. What is the Daeva? 

5. What language is the Old Testament written in?  

6. Who wrote the Old Testament and when? 

 
 

BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: 

1. What do these texts say about the relationship between good and evil? 

2. What are the gods/divinity like? 

3. What do these texts reveal about ethics? Why might they have precipitated the development of knew ethical systems? 
(Ethics: relationship between morality and proper behavior) 

4. What solutions do these philosophies/religions offer to the individual and to society? (Think of the context: e.g., 
warring states in China) 
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Week 8  
Greece 

 
TOPICS 
• The Axial Age 
• Archaic Greece 
• The invention of gods: Homer and Hesiod  
• The Rise of the Polis: Athens and Sparta 
• Reason, Knowledge, and Philosophy 
 

LEARNING GOALS: 
• Continue practicing close reading 

• Practice using primary sources to make an informed 
argument about a past civilization with reference to 
specific topics  

 
 
READ:  
 
1. Plato, The Republic, Book VII, “The Allegory of the 
Cave” 
 

2. Homer, The Odyssey 

 a. Book 9 

 b. Book 11 

 c. Book 21 

 e. Book 22 

 

BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: 

1. How does Plato’s philosophy address some of the questions of the Axial Age? 

2. Consider the similarities and differences between Gilgamesh, Buddha, Moses, and Odysseus. How does each character 
deal with (a) the god(s), (2) morals and ethics, (c) question of death, (d) self-awareness, enlightenment, and social duty. 
What does the journey of each character reveal about the society in which these texts were produced and read? 

3. What does the Odyssey reveal about Greek ideas on  
• Relationship between the living and the dead 
• Relationship between human world and divine 
• Relationships between people – hospitality, reciprocity, loyalty 
• Relationship between fate and free will 
• Relationships between mind and matter (i.e., reason) 
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Week 9  
From City-State to Empire 

The Birth of History 
 
 
TOPICS 

• Alexander and his World   

• Hellenism   

• Towards the Silk Road and new sites of encounter 

• The origins of history as a discipline (objectivity, 
morality, and didacticism)  

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Analyze different form of political and social 
organization 

• Consider how history is written and by whom, and 
how the writing of history may complicate the study 
of history 

• Reflect on the role of a historians as an interpreter of 
history for future consumption 

 
 
 
 READ:  
 
1. Herodotus, The Histories, excerpt from when Xerxes invades Greece 
 
2. Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War, “The Melian Debate” 
 
3. Ssu-ma Chi’en, excerpt from Records of the Historian 
 
 
 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: 
 
1. Plato (429–347 BCE) was born in Athens into a ruling class family. He was a well-to-do citizen of Athens. He wrote 
The Republic after Athens was defeated by Sparta in the Peloponnesian War. That was a period known as the rule of “30 
tyrants” (look this up). Plato’s Republic describes an ideal city-state. Is he describing Athens or Sparta? Is Plato a proponent 
of democracy? What was the different between “democracy” in Athens and Sparta? How is Greek democracy different 
from our democracy today? 
 
2. What is an empire? What is the difference between an empire and a kingdom? What is the source of power in an empire 
(e.g., Persia, Han, Rome)? What is the difference between an emperor and a king (e.g., Gilgamesh and Odysseus versus 
Xerxes, Darius, Cyrus, Alexander, Liu Bang, Augustus)? What role does conquest play in the creation of empire? How is 
power maintained and legitimized?  
 
3. Herodotus is considered to be the first historian. Why? What is the genre of history? How does history create memory? 
What is historical memory? What is the difference between epic/heroic literature and history? Is history more accurate 
than literature? Why does it give off the impression of accuracy? 
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Achaemenid or Persian Empire, c. 
c. 500BCE 
Darius the Great 

 

Akkadian Empire of Sargon 
c. 2000BCE 

 

Macedonian Empire of Alexander 
the Great 

c. 334–323 BCE 

 

Maurya Empire 
Ashoka (268–232 BCE) 
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Han Dynasty 
c. 200 BCE–200CE 

Liu Bang 

 

Roman Empire 
c. 100 CE 

 

Carolingian Empire 
c. 800 

Charlemagne 

 

British Empire 
c. 1770 

 

 

Mongol Empire 
c. 1279 
largest empire of all time 
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Week 10 

China and Rome: Empires in Comparatives Perspectives 
Mahayana Buddhism and Christianity: Religions in Comparatives Perspectives 

 
 
TOPICS 

• Issues in the development of Rome  
• Rome and the East  
• Qin Unification and the Han Dynasty  
• Origins of Christianity   
• The Transformation of Buddhism  

LEARNING GOALS: 

• Compare and contrast the political, economic, social, 
and religious developments in societies across time 
and space 

• Consider the role of cross-cultural encounter in 
shaping social norms and ideas. 

• Assess historical structures and relations as they have 
played out over time and as they continue to operate 
in the present. 

 
 
 READ:  
 
1. “Sermon on the Mount” from The Gospel According to Matthew, 5.1–7.28 
 
2. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 
 
3. Poetry of the Han Dynasty 
 
 
 
BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS: 
 
1. Compare and contrast the Roman and Han Empire. How were they different? How were they alike? Think of 
bureaucracies, ideologies (religion, culture), expansionist nature or not, imperial policies, and the relations between 
environment and politics. You may want to start by considering the definition and nature of empire. What is an empire? 
How is an empire different from a kingdom? What is the role of an emperor? What is expected of him? 
 
2. Compare and contrast the development of Mahayana Buddhism and Christianity. Think of issues such as the deification 
of Jesus and the Buddha, appeal to popular beliefs, syncretism, redemptive message, geographical expansion, universal 
appeals. You may want to start by considering the political context in which each religion developed. How did the political 
context affect the spread of these religious beliefs? What impact did the deification of Jesus and Buddha have upon the 
beliefs of that religion and its spread? 
 
  


